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Subpart A—General

§632.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) The purpose of this part is to set
forth the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) rules and regula-
tions to carry out the Rural Abandoned
Mine Program under section 406, Pub.
L. 95-87; 91 Stat. 460 (30 U.S.C. 1236).

(b) The Rural Abandoned Mine Pro-
gram:

(1) Through the NRCS delivery sys-
tem, assists land users to voluntarily
develop reclamation plans and apply
conservation treatment for the rec-
lamation, conservation, and develop-
ment of eligible coal-mined lands and
water, and

(2) Provides cost sharing through
long-term contracts according to an
approved reclamation plan, to land
users for establishing land use and con-
servation treatment on these lands.

§632.2 Objectives.

(a) The objectives of the program are
to protect people and the environment
from the adverse effects of past coal-
mining practices and to promote the
development of the soil and water re-
sources of unreclaimed mined lands by:

(1) Stabilizing mined lands.

(2) Controlling erosion and sediment
on mined areas and areas affected by
mining.

(3) Reclaiming lands and water for
useful purposes.

(4) Enhancing water quality or quan-
tity where it has been disturbed by
past coal-mining practices.

§632.3 Responsibilities.

(a) The Rural Abandoned Mine Pro-
gram is administered by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA)
through NRCS in accordance with the
delegation of responsibility contained
in §601.1(h) of this chapter.

(1) The Chief of NRCS is responsible
for national program management and
administration and for coordinating
program operations with the Office of
Surface Mining (OSM), U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

(2) State conservationists (Respon-
sible Federal Officials) are responsible
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for program operations within a State
including program coordination with
the State reclamation agency and the
representatives of OSM.

(b) The primary public contacts for
program assistance are the district
conservationists located in local NRCS
field offices.

(c) NRCS is assisted by other USDA
agencies in accordance with existing
authorities and agreements in carrying
out the program.

(d) NRCS is to coordinate Rural
Abandoned Mine Program activities
with NRCS programs and the other rec-
lamation programs authorized by Pub.
L. 95-87 that are carried out by the Of-
fice of Surface Mining of the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, State rec-
lamation agencies, and Indian tribes.
Coordination includes program devel-
opment, development of reclamation
standards, preparation of special re-
ports, requests for funding, and related
actions required to achieve coordina-
tion between programs.

(e) NRCS is to consult with State and
local reclamation committees to ob-
tain recommendations on program op-
eration, evaluation of applications for
reclamation assistance, and public par-
ticipation. The NRCS State Conserva-
tionist is to use existing reclamation
committees or encourage the organiza-
tion of a new State committee for this
purpose. The State Conservationist is
to serve as a member when the com-
mittee is functioning for the purposes
of this program. Representatives of the
Office of Surface Mining, State rec-
lamation agency, State water quality
agency, State conservation agency, and
other agencies or groups are to be in-
vited to participate as members. Indi-
vidual citizens may  participate
through the State committee. Local
committees, if needed, are to be orga-
nized on a multicounty, county, con-
servation district, or other appropriate
area with a local membership structure
similar to the State committee. The
district conservationist is to be a mem-
ber of a local reclamation committee
organized to provide program guidance.
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